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the only country in the world that can’t figure
out how to fix that. I believe we can.

So I ask you, please, while you’re here and
when you go home, tell your Members of
Congress, it’s a new day in America. We’re
changing things. We’re facing our problems.
We’re seizing our opportunities. And you’ll
stick with them if they have the courage to
make the tough decisions: health security for
all and a crime bill that really gives us a
chance to lower the crime rate and make the
American people safe again.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:17 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly
of Washington, DC; Mayor Henry Espy of Clarks-
dale, MS; Carroll Willis, senior adviser to the
chairman of the Democratic National Committee;
Loretta Avent, Special Assistant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs; and Nelson
Mandela, president, African National Congress. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Telephone Interview With Larry
King
April 28, 1994
Virginia Clinton Kelley

Larry King. We’re with Dick Kelley and
James Morgan. And joining us now by phone
from Washington is the son of Virginia
Kelley, the President of the United States,
Bill Clinton.

Are you there, Mr. President?
The President. Hi, Larry.
Larry King. How are you?
The President. I’ll tell you what, are those

two guys telling you the truth tonight?
Larry King. They are telling the

truth——
Mr. Kelley. You know if I didn’t, I’d really

get hell from you. [Laughter]
Larry King. Have you read the full book,

Mr. President?
The President. I have read it. I read it

twice as a matter of fact.
Larry King. And?
The President. I think she did a terrific

job. I want to thank Jim for all the work he
did on it. And after Mother died, I had to
do a little work just checking some of the
facts, but I was amazed at how candid and

forthright she was. And she turned out to
be a right good storyteller. It’s a terrific book.
I think a lot of folks will really enjoy reading
it, and we’ll see a portrait of a remarkable
person during an important time in our coun-
try’s life. I was really proud of her for doing
it.

Larry King. Last time we were together,
we spoke about your loss. Wasn’t it difficult
to read it?

The President. It was. Or the first time,
before it was actually published in book form,
it kind of helped me deal with the loss. But
I tell you, it still makes me a little sad. Last
week when I finished reading it the second
time, I found myself fighting back the tears
a little bit, but that’s one of the things that
makes the book so wonderful. I’ve even had
total strangers come up to me and say that
they cried when they read it, too.

Mr. Morgan. The lawyer at Simon and
Schuster, who’s going over the legal checking
with me, told me that she cried. And I fig-
ured if you can make a New Yorker cry, it’s
some book.

Larry King. What was her most, Mr.
President, remarkable aspect to you?

The President. I think her resilience. You
know, she was just a person driven by love
and loyalty and an incredible desire to keep
living. And she couldn’t be beaten down. I
mean, she was widowed three times. When
Dick asked her to marry him, she reminded
him that she’d been widowed three times and
asked him if he had considered odds of what
he was trying to get into.

But no matter what happened to her, she
just bounced back. And I think that’s prob-
ably the most important lesson she imparted
to me and to my brother, just don’t give up.

Larry King. They’ve discussed the dif-
ficulty of when Roger had his troubles and
how she held up during that time, during
your only defeat—how she held up during
that time. Was she a strength source, was
she a place—most people figure their moth-
ers as a safe place to go.

The President. Well, I think she really
plainly was not only a safe place to go, but
she really did always convince us that we
could do better tomorrow. When I lost that
race in 1980, I had the distinguished record
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of being at that time the youngest former
Governor in the history of the entire United
States. I was out of a job; I didn’t know where
my next nickel was coming from. And within
3 or 4 days she decided that I could be re-
elected Governor. And when my brother had
his drug problem, it was awful for her, much
tougher, of course, than any election loss.
And she, as she says in the book, had a lot
to learn about drug addiction, about what
those of us who were in the same family had
done by not confronting my brother. And she
finally came to understand, as Dick said ear-
lier, that getting arrested and actually being
forced to go to prison may well have saved
my brother’s life. And he’s come back; he’s
made a good life; he’s made a wonderful mar-
riage; he’s about to become a father. And
I think a lot that happened because my moth-
er never quit believing in him and was brave
enough to face the truth about what hap-
pened and then, at her age, was willing to
learn whatever it took to learn to help get
him over it and working him through it and
do her part.

Larry King. And she sure would have had
a good time touring for this book, wouldn’t
she?

The President. Yes. I was thinking about
that today. This thing would be a stomp-
down best-seller if she’d lived, because she’d
have had so much fun promoting it. She had
a good time doing everything she did. She
learned to be a politician rather late in life.
You know, before I got in politics, she voted,
but that was about it. And then by the time
I’d been through a campaign or two, she was
the best organized person I knew. She had
300 to 400 names on a file card in our home-
town, and all the local politicians were half
afraid of her. She just got into things, and
her enthusiasm took over. I really regret that
she’s not stomping around the country selling
this book and not on your program and not
answering questions.

Larry King. Do you remember the night
when you were running for office and you
and Al Gore were on, and she called in from
Vegas?

The President. Yes, I do.
Larry King. You asked her, ‘‘Where are

you?’’ ‘‘Vegas.’’

The President. Where she belonged. She
loved Las Vegas, and she loved those race
tracks.

Richard Nixon’s Funeral

Larry King. I know. One other thing, Mr.
President. Everyone is complimenting you
today on the eloquence yesterday at—an-
other tragic day in the lives of all Americans,
the death of a President. Was that a difficult
moment for you? Funerals are never easy.
Was that particularly difficult?

The President. It was in some sense be-
cause, you know, the other people who were
speaking, Secretary Kissinger and Senator
Dole and Governor Wilson, they’d all played
an important role in President Nixon’s life.
They’d been a part of his successes; they’d
been part of his difficult times. And funerals
are really a time for family and friends. But
he was, after all, the President of this coun-
try. I am now—and it was an appropriate
thing, I think, for me to do my best at his
funeral. And I was deeply honored that his
family asked me to speak. And it was difficult,
but I hope I did right by him. I’m very grate-
ful to him for the incredibly wise counsel he
gave me in the last 16 months. And frankly,
just today I had a problem, and I said to the
person who was working with me: I wish I
could pick up the phone and call Richard
Nixon and ask him what he thinks we ought
to do about this.

Larry King. I bet there are times you wish
you could call Virginia Kelley, too.

The President. Amazing number of times.
When I came in from the trip I took to Eu-
rope and to Russia, right after she died, it
was a Sunday evening, and almost without
thinking I went right into the kitchen and
got halfway to the phone before I realized
that I couldn’t call her on Sunday night.
That’s when I used to call and check in with
Mother and Dick, see how they were doing.
And it was almost like a shock. And a lot
of people who lose a mother or a father or
a husband or a wife will tell you that they
find themselves almost talking out loud. I do
that a lot. Just looking at your films here of
Mother mean a lot to me.

Larry King. Thanks, Mr. President.
Thanks for joining us.
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The President. You guys have a good
night. Thanks again, Jim, for all the wonder-
ful work you did on this book. And tell the
truth, Dick. [Laughter]

NOTE: The interview began at 9:20 p.m. The
President spoke from the Residence at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Virginia
Kelley’s husband, Dick Kelley, and James Mor-
gan, coauthor of Virginia Kelley’s autobiography,
‘‘Leading With My Heart.’’

Nomination for a Member of the
Federal Labor Relations Authority
April 28, 1994

The President today announced his intent
to nominate Phyllis N. Segal as a member
of the Federal Labor Relations Authority.

‘‘Phyllis Segal is uniquely qualified to fill
this important role at the Federal Labor Re-
lations Authority,’’ the President said. ‘‘She
has a keen understanding of the issues facing
the organization and Federal labor manage-
ment relations. Her varied background will
be an asset at the Authority.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Memorandum on Distribution of
Eagle Feathers for Native American
Religious Purposes
April 29, 1994

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Policy Concerning Distribution of
Eagle Feathers for Native American
Religious Purposes

Eagle feathers hold a sacred place in Na-
tive American culture and religious practices.
Because of the feathers’ significance to Na-
tive American heritage and consistent with
due respect for the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between the Federal and
Native American tribal governments, this Ad-
ministration has undertaken policy and pro-
cedural changes to facilitate the collection
and distribution of scarce eagle bodies and
parts for this purpose. This memorandum af-
firms and formalizes executive branch policy

to ensure that progress begun on this impor-
tant matter continues across the executive
branch.

Today, as part of an historic meeting with
all federally recognized tribal governments,
I am directing executive departments and
agencies (hereafter collectively ‘‘agency’’ or
‘‘agencies’’) to work cooperatively with tribal
governments and to reexamine broadly their
practices and procedures to seek opportuni-
ties to accommodate Native American reli-
gious practices to the fullest extent under the
law.

As part of these efforts, agencies shall take
steps to improve their collection and transfer
of eagle carcasses and eagle body parts (‘‘ea-
gles’’) for Native American religious pur-
poses. The success of this initiative requires
the participation, and is therefore the respon-
sibility, of all Federal land managing agen-
cies, not just those within the Department
of the Interior. I therefore direct each agency
responsible for managing Federal lands to
diligently and expeditiously recover salvage-
able eagles found on lands under their juris-
diction and ensure that the eagles are
promptly shipped to the National Eagle Re-
pository (‘‘Repository’’). To assist agencies in
this expanded effort, the Secretary of the In-
terior shall issue guidelines to all relevant
agencies for the proper shipment of eagles
to the Repository. After receiving these
guidelines, agencies shall immediately adopt
policies, practices, and procedures necessary
in accordance with these guidelines to re-
cover and transfer eagles to the Repository
promptly.

I support and encourage the initial steps
taken by the Department of the Interior to
improve the distribution of eagles for Native
American religious purposes. In particular,
the Department of the Interior shall con-
tinue to adopt policies and procedures and
take those actions necessary to:

(a) ensure the priority of distribution of
eagles, upon permit application, first for tra-
ditional Native American religious purposes,
to the extent permitted by law, and then to
other uses;

(b) simplify the eagle permit application
process quickly and to the greatest extent
possible to help achieve the objectives of this
memorandum;
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